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ÁResidents and businesses have:

ÁSwitched light bulbs 

ÁWeatherized their homes

ÁInstalled programmable thermostats, 

ÁTraded in their old appliances for more energy 
efficient ones.  

These measures will save over

4 million kWh of electricity



takechargekansas.org

Á48,700 bulbs changed to CFLs:

ÁSaved $412,000 for residents.

ÁCould light 2,435homes for a YEAR.

ÁSaved 389,640 incandescent bulbs from entering 
our landfills.

ÁPrevented 6 million pounds of CO2 entering the 
atmosphere.



ÁAttendees = 11,000
ÁAt energy efficiency-themed ice cream socials, weatherization kit 

drop-offs, holiday tree lightings, neighborhood block parties, county 
fairs, senior centers, back-to-ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÎÉÇÈÔÓȣ

Á2,600 volunteer hours



Partner with the City 

Council, work with 

existing City events, 

pursue federal grant 

opportunities.

Look for big energy-

saving opportunities in 

the City operations and 

in the School District.  

Partner with industry.

Commit City Staff for 

energy audits and 

consulting with 

businesses and 

residents.

Rebates work!  Partner 

with your utility to see 

whatôs possible!

Engage with citizens at 

every possible turn ï

make efficiency ñnormalò

Donôt reinvent the wheel-

use utility programs to 

achieve efficiency goals.



VPromoted Midwest Energyôs 

How$mart program.  Over 35 audits 

completed!

VPromoted Take Charge at 

established community events ïBack 

to school days, etc.

VGave away over 500 CFLs, local Q-

Value stocked and promoted CFLs, 

library and  leadership team helped 

login to: www.takechargekansas.org

VChanged out the Mayorôs Christmas 

tree with LEDôs and hosted a lighting 

exchange.

http://www.takechargekansas.org/


VPromoted Midwest Energyôs 

How$mart program.  Over 40 audits 

completed!

VUtilized well attended community 

events ïIrish Heritage Festival and 

Edwards County Fair to promote Take 

Charge.

VEngaged high school students to 

teach elementary kids about phantom 

load ïhad over 85% participation.

VPartnered with Interfaith Housing to 

promote the state Weatherization 

program.



VPartnered with City council and 

City staff - sponsored summer block 

parties, farmers markets, safety 

nights, etc.

VHosted Energy Vampire skit and 

Lorax Birthday readings in for 800 

elementary students.

VWorked with KCP&L to promote 

programmable thermostats, air 

conditioner rebates.

VReceived ARRA block grant funds 

from Johnson County for energy 

efficiency promotion.



VPartnered with Kansas Power 

Poolôs Rebate program ïoffered 23 

rebates for AC, refrigerators, heat 

pumps.

VñIce-cream Socialò featured 

efficiency products from local 

businesses

VFree CFL give-a-ways at 

community events like the Haven Fall 

Festival.

VEnergy Bandit Skits to help 

students learn about and fight 

phantom load.



VPartnered with the Chamber of 

Commerce to sponsor an ñEnergy 

Saving Symposiumò for Salina 

businesses.

VHosted a ñLights Out Lunchò on 

Valentineôs with downtown restaurants.

VWattSaver program offered by Westar.

VSuccess Story:  USD 305

Saved 1 million kWh through 

education and awareness of staff 

and students as well as minor 

facility and operational 

modifications.



VCity staff provided over 60 free home 

energy audits to local citizens, 

businesses, and churches.  Proj. 

savings: 200,000 kWh

VUtilized utility bill mailings to promote 

Take Charge programs.

VPartnered with Kansas Power Pool to 

promote appliance rebates: 73 

redeemed so far!

VCity and KPP purchased 8,000 CFL 

bulbs to distribute to residents.



Questions?



ÁInvestment:  2,600 volunteer hours
Á $ Value (according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics) =

ǐ$44,960

ÁReturn:  Lighting switches alone saved 
$412,000 for our communities.






